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It is here, if anywhere, that we see the influence of those
Phoenician traders who appear everywhere in Homer;
not pirates, indeed—the Canaanite sailors, unlike the Achaians,
preferred business to fighting—but not above a little kid-
napping if opportunity offered l; pedlars of trinkets, and
fishers of the shell-fish from which they made the famous
Tyrian purple, at the island of Kythera 2 off Cape Malea and
perhaps also on the " Crimson Beaches " of Ionian Erythrai.
Herodotos' picture of these sailors at work is an imaginary
picture it is true (a rationalization of an old Aegean myth),
but the work of a man who knew his Phoenicians and what
might happen to a girl who talked too confidingly to sailors
on the shore :—
" Settled in their present habitations they at once began
to voyage far over sea, and as carriers of Egyptian and
Assyrian cargoes visited many lands, and among others
Argos. Here they arrived and spread out their cargo.
" Now on the fifth or sixth day after their arrival, when
they had sold nearly everything, there came down to the sea
a number of women, including the king's daughter, lo.
They stood round the stern of the ship bargaining for any of
the merchandise that pleased them ; and the Phoenicians
suddenly shouted to each other and made a rush for them.
Most of the women got away, but lo and others were caught ;
and the Phoenicians flung them into the ship and departed
over sea in the direction of Egypt."
First trade, then " having sold nearly everything"
a good catch of young slaves. The only drawback from a
business point of view was that after that one could hardly
visit Argos again.
Longer and still more vivid contemporary pictures of the
Phoenicians at work are those in the Odyssey, in the Swine-
herd's story and Odysseus' story of the Sea-Raider.3
The Greeks went so far as to credit the Phoenicians with
having introduced into Boiotia most of the arts of civilization,
which after the archaeological work of the last sixty years are
1 Cf. Hdt. i, 1.	a Ib. i, 105.
3 Od. xiv, 287 ff.; xv, 415 ff.

